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candour of the Propaganda Ministry about the large
number of executions.
One can wonder at the divergence between the official
statement that "the whole people stands united behind
Hitler", and the frank admissions about the great number
of traitors, individuals who are damaging the interests
of the State, spies and other modern Nazi criminals. And
yet the number of executions exceeds by far the number
admitted.
At the end of December, 1939, I received from Ger-
many an estimate of the number of published or admitted
executions and those carried out unofficially, at police
stations, S.S. or S.A. barracks, in concentration camps and
within military regions.
The compiler of this estimate is a Vienese Gestapo
official who told a Swiss friend that the Nazis would
be able to deal with any internal resistance because,
if necessary, every man or woman who showed the
slightest disagreement with the regime would be simply
shot.
Replying to a statement that present conditions and
public sentiment in Germany were not favourable to
the Nazi regime or to the war, he said the Gestapo
was well able to cope with matters and it was doing
so successfully.
"The number of enemies of the State who have been
exterminated since the outbreak of war is 14,560," he
ended proudly. This figure, he emphasised, included
Austria, which was "a German land". It did not include
Czechoslovakia and Poland where the methods employed
are, naturally, much more drastic.
I reproduce this statement by a typically sadistic
member of Himmler's execution squad of 600,000 S.S*
men after corroborating it with other reports. These come